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Secretary McNamara. Jul y 20, t.^65 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority STATE teller KbBg? 1 979 

Leonard, wi <^r r 

B y NARS, Date 

Addifefcn&l bpp loy flat's to \J!<2t-Na«v\ and Subs eluent Cevel oywients 


J concur t'n bt'K? ff'i I i ta'ry r c?c orwvtendaj t • ons contj iVied in parayrap h 5 " 
of ycur draft rte^orandum to the President, 

-Ef the recommended deployments are Ov=rf£ iV| » a^- ( iK<£ thie S irer/s^th 

Su^^ested, l believe that we wiW f.'nd that cur futtu"€ cons i deration cf 
■a settlement »n Viet -Wain vJt 1 1 be f undanenta i I v affected by these deploy- 
men tr^ and we will find e^rsel Ves moving toward rot S* iMuch a. ’sett i e/nent H 
(negotiated or tacit) as a truce oF armistice arrange meet, not too unliKe 
Kc red. which m'^ht last fee an extended period. 


In discussing a settlement" (see paragraph 2. of your memorandum, for 
pie.),. w€ hare bC£V\ (WinhinS; m terms of withdrawal of [g combat 
forces and some minium political concess 10 about the future status 
of the VC/ hopeful ly Short of granting them commanding P6S <t ions vri 
a cod. I ct ion ^oref/iment. It seems (rcraas ly cleat" to me that the 
friendly political structure in South Viet -hlam Cs and Wi ’ll remain 
dan^ercusl y fragile) tbit" the armed forces w.ii| continue t* hare only 
3- tilted capability- and that the rural reconstruction (pacification) 


Security seainst \iu guerrilla acfciv (.by and terror. Therefore, X have 
little confidence that the 'South Vietnamese re^irte which would fel IsW 
a Settlement could for lens, resist talfe-over by the Comiwmisfcs- While 
in the fast this m i^t be a. chance we would have been willing bo taKe, 
ence we. hare mad? substantial deployments of (JS cow tat forces m South 
Vlet-tamand talusn the casualties that will inevitably f-ollcw* T do wot 
believe the American public Wo>.ld permit a Settlement which wouU risK 
<*uF having mad* all 4h*t effort in Vain. 

My conclusions on fkfs matteF have also bean influenced by a_ line, 
which I have heard from several . leaders in conversations over recent 
days, as . fc r examp le , Fore i^kn Hinis ter Tron Van Do, fci’mer Kinister and 
guddhiS't lay leader >, labor leader •, These irvdiciduaAS have \A 

one fashion or another expressed their satisfaction with Ike wtl I l-feary 
state Of affairs dv\th<- grounds that American presence, present -and 

, secures that the war will i,b all rc?,ht. They are., however,. 
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Extremely 3ppr€kgnsii/€’ about eventual n«^ofei'at.'cMS and particularly 
about. tb€ p€dtt' that fVu's^\t fol low "lhey apfea.tr quit c? persuaded tkufr in 
bt \<2 pel. tical can bat that u/euld ccw*cr with peace, bl/iet would be the iwyifar 
?d versary a.nd that tRe Covmvumisfc^ would wiVi cut. 

Jt 5»pivtS to wAe s there Core, that what wg are h*<z.d,Vi* for is >ictr a. 
^ebt^e<tvec\b i but ^oivief kud of cease -fire cr ar ( vu= ) krc e . tacit or 
negotiated. Which wculd coin? vvk’'' the lar^e sea ice ^ClfMN m. I ita ry 

(kf«ab ui South Viefc-tfuw appeared to be under Control. TAe principal 
charts m the situation *kick tin'? would brini about Wsuld be an end 
to our beftbint of Nortlo. Vvefc'/V< 2 .v, &\< probably the. vvifcvidrai-vel cf PAVA/ 
urn fro, vi th^ south and pcss-Vly an and b inf > I brat, on of cadres and 

ivvun'vt«on 5 for tkg \/C. 3v\ dug course there ecu. id probably fog success > ue 

Withdrawal. of 05 and other tUvrd Country ComW forces, Wr I would 
expect Hue need fer a subst<i.nlr;al miMber of Such forces b continue for 
SoiO'e tune. 
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